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CME / Scientific session.  
July10,2010 

Venue: J and J Swagat Convention Center 
Markham, Ontario, L3R3W2 

The CME activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the Essential Areas and 
Policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) through the  joint 
sponsorship of the Medical Education Council of  Pensacola (MECOP) and Jaffna Medical  Overseas 
Alumni (JMFOA). The MECOP is  accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing medical education for 
the physicians and takes responsibility for the contents, quality and scientific integrity of this CME 
 activity. The MECOP designates this educational activity for a maximum of  4 AMA/PRA Category I 
Credit. Physicians only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity. 

 7 am– 8am:  Registration 
 8 am– 9am:  “ Understanding Autism: Neurobiological Mecha- 

   -nisms and Clinical Relevance.” 
   N.Rajkumar, M.B.B.S, M.Sc, PhD 
   Associate Professor, Psyciatry and Anatomy & Cell Biology 
   University of Western Ontario, London, Ontario N6A5C1 
   (Former Lecturer, Dept. of Anatomy, Faculty of Medicine, University 
   of Jaffna) 
   Email: nrajakum@uwo.ca 
 9am– 10am: “ Cancer Screening: Are we making progress?” 
   Srisala Navaratnam, MD, FRCPC, PhD 
   Associate Professor, Dept.of Hematology &Oncology, University 
    of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3E 0Z3 
   Email: Sri.Navaratnam@cancercare.mb.ca 
 10am– 11am: “ Jack fell down and broke his hip and Jill came tum

   bling after: All about falls in the elderly.” 
   Thirumagal Yogaparan, MD, FRCPC 
   Consultant Geriatrician, Bay Crest Center for Geriatric Health Care, 
   University of Toronto, Toronto, Ontario      
   Email: tyogaparan@baycrest.org 
 11am– 12pm: “ Diseases of Modern Civilization: Are the Physicians 

   making the right approach to reduce the epidemic?” 
   Sachi Kuhananthan, MD 
   Director, Emergency Department, Community Memorial Hospital, 
   Staunton, IL 
   Email: kuhan@aol.com 

Program Director: 
Andy Somesan, M.D 

Contact email 
andysomesan@yahoo.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 

JMFOA 6th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, CME & FUNDRAISING 
DINNER   

 
Date : July 10th , 2010. 
  
Venue: J and J Swagat Convention Centre 
415 Hood Road, Markham, ON, L3R 3W2, 

Canada 
T: (905) 475-5800 
F: (905) 475-2475 
www.jandjswagat.com 

Agenda 
CME activities 

  7.00am - 8.00am Registration 

  8.00 am – 12.00noon – 4 hrs CME activities on various medical topics. 
  
Fund raising dinner 

   6.00pm – 6.30pm – Registration and Reception. 
   6.30pm – 8.00pm – Annual General Meeting. 
   8.00pm – 12.00Mn –Fund Raising Activities, Dinner & Dance. 
  
 Registration fee for CME and Dinner 
  
    Adult                     Couple                  Family (2 A + 1c)               Family (Max) 

  
US$                 100                         200                         250                                         300 

  
Registration fee shall be paid on site prior to CME activities or dinner. Please pay preferably by cash. Per-
sonal checks are acceptable. We regret to inform that credit cards payments will not be accepted. 
 
Day Activity on Sunday- July 11, 2010 (11 am– 5pm) 
 
Venue: Morningside Park, Scarborough, Ontario ( Morningside Ave. Between Kingston Rd. and Ellesmere Rd.)  
 
All are welcome, Food and Refreshments will be served. 
 
Directions: Vehicles can enter the park from Morningside Avenue between Kingston Road and Ellesmere Road. Public transit 
includes the Eglington East 34B and York Mills 95C buses. Additional pedestrian access points are available at Lawrence Ave-
nue East, opposite Overture Road, and Ellesmere Road behind Centenary Hospital. 

http://www.jandjswagat.com/�


 
From the President’s desk… 
  

  It has been six long years since we have been established as a non-
political, not-for-profit  organization. We are very proud of our achieve-
ments especially last year has been very fruitful in many aspects. Our fifth 
annual gathering in New Zealand was very successful. Following the event, 
the JMFOA was able to sponsor and support various projects, which in-
clude: 
 
1. Artificial limb projects for IDP - JMFOA donated US $12,000 to the Co-
lombo Friend-in-Need Society for the purpose of providing artificial limbs 
to amputees affected by the war. 
2. Continued financial support for 47 medical students that come from low-
income families. 

3. Financial assistance to medical students who have come from Vanni IDP camps. 
4. Financial assistance to the medical team that visited Vavuniya Hospital during post-war period. 
5. Financial assistance to dengue diagnosis and research. 
  
 As an organization we have grown leaps and bounds to include chapters in Australia, United 
Kingdom, North America, and New Zealand. We are planning to coordinate activities among the chap-
ters and function as one global organization. In the future, JMFOA is planning not only to continue 
sponsoring current projects but also to get involved in educational activities, collaborative research as 
well as various other projects. We believe this will make our Alma Mater as a center of excellence. 
  
 The future of our organization is in our hands. I thank the members and supporters for their 
valuable contribution. I strongly encourage all of  those who have not joined as a life time member to 
do so in the near future. I hope to see our organization thrive for years to come so that we can continue 
to support our beloved medical school called Jaffna Medical Faculty. 
 
Selvaratnam Sinna 
President, JMFOA (North America) 

 
************** 

Editor’s message….. 
  
 Members and their families and Well Wishers! 
Our sincere thanks for your valuable support. With your help we have taken the giant step forward in globalization of our 
organization. As you all know, effective networking is the pillar of success in maintaining an organization. Therefore we are 
encouraging all members and supporters to join the JMFOA yahoo group (http://groups.yahoo.com/group/JMFOA/), 
view our face-book page, as well as our web page (http://www.jmfoa.org/index.htm). Your valuable contributions includ-
ing time and money will go long way not only to help our Alma Mater but our people at large in North and East of Sri 
Lanka. 
 Please join our president in his drive to increase the membership by joining as a Life member. He is also in the proc-
ess of collecting valuable information of our members to create our own directory accordance to our constitution. We are encour-
aging everyone to support these mission. The data will be kept confidential and used only for the purpose of the Alma Mater. 
Once again we thank all of you for the contributions rendered to make the 6th AGM a successful one. 

Andy Somesan 



  University of Jaffna 
   Sri Lanka 

 
 
 
Prof.K.Sivapalan, M.B.B.S, Ph.D       Dean 
Telephone: 021-222-6514, 6515,3073,2068,7425     Faculty of Medicine 
Fax:       -2073        Adiapatham Rd. 
Email: mfuj@sltnet.lk        Kokuvil, Sri Lanka 
            drsivapalank@yahoo.com       13-05-2010 

Message from the Dean 
 
JFMOA has been the most used word during the year that passed because of the timely action to support the war af-

fected students.  The MSU and the Alumni here worked jointly without any hesitation to receive the war affected students as 
they poured into Jaffna in batches when released by the security forces.  It was heart-breaking to see the depressed, disoriented, 
blank-faced students who had no idea regarding the whereabouts of their parents or relations and for some to have witnessed 
horrific death of their beloved and many others.  Presence of the JFMOA, MIOT and others to extend helping hand was reassur-
ing. 

 
The Vice Chancellor who took charge of these students from security forces praised the timely action of the MSU who 

readily took over the Medical Students and ensured that they were settled in safe place and given food, clothing and counseling.  
He commented on this in the Senate and The Council that the ever presence of the president of the MSU was a big relief for him 
because he could look after the other students with the limited support from other sources mobilized then and there.  He went on 
to mobilize other Student Unions showing ours as an example.  I, as the Dean had no extra burden to care for these students 
other than to approve the activities of MSU and The Alumni here.  You all in the JFMOA have done my work and I have no 
words to praise or thank all those who got involved in caring the war-affected students except to mention that the students were 
‘normalized’ soon and started to move about and start studying like any other.  The JFMOA and the Faculty jointly provided 
“parenting” for them. 

 
 Soon after meeting the immediate needs of the war affected students, we had a meeting at our Alumni with MSU and 
decided to collect details of the students and assess their needs.  When we realized that many students needed full financial sup-
port and others needed partial support I was worried about the other needy students.  Thanks to your generosity of allowing us to 
continue the program of supporting the financially needy students and to have the war-affected students as a separate group and 
support them. 
 
 Jaffna faced another disaster last year in the form of Dengue Epidemic.  The Teaching Hospital was not equipped ade-
quately to diagnose dengue.  Many able patients got the diagnostic test done in private laboratories.  Our Microbiology Depart-
ment was requested to help in this and we needed to purchase the rapid diagnostic kits but the University was running without 
any monitory allocation from the UGC for such activities because of the situation in the country.  But when we appealed, your 
response to help dengue research came immediately and helped diagnosis for many poor patients while providing for our re-
search.  In fact, our work was mandatory for confirming that the fever outbreak was due to Dengue fever, fulfilling a very im-
portant need of the consultants in the Teaching Hospital. 
 
 JFMOA funds have made impacts in developing student welfare and lecture halls indirectly as catalyst.  For example, 
the Medico’s week committee saved Rs. 150,000/= out of the Medico’s Week and purchased a good sound system for the stu-
dents to use in their activities.  I was able to fill the gaps in expenditure with the money given to me.  Also after renovation of 
the lecture halls under IRQUE there are few urgent but small works in electrical fittings to be done.  I used your funds to fill the 
gap. 
 I am happy that your AGM is held along with CME.  I am proud to see our alumni progressing academically as an or-
ganization.  This may open a new arena of academic interaction among us by way of video conferencing or so.  With the chang-
ing scenario in Jaffna, there are many ideas to improve our activities and interaction.  We will progress by way of continuous 
exchange of ideas and implementing activities.   
 
 Wishing you success in all your endeavors. 
 
Prof. K. Sivapalan 
 



Message from the Chief Guest… 
  

 I am deeply honoured by your kind invitation to participate in 
2010 annual meeting of the North American branch of the Overseas 
Alumni of the Jaffna Medical Faculty. As a former teacher of the 
Jaffna Medical Faculty, I am happy to see the dedication, energy and 
enthusiasm you have shown in organizing these events annually. More 
than being a social gathering, these meetings provide an excellent op-
portunity to increase the awareness of the challenges the Jaffna Medi-
cal Faculty facing, and bring together our alumni to assist in strength-
ening our alma mater. 

  
 My sincere good wishes to the organizers of this year’s meeting and fellow alumni 
of the Jaffna Medical Faculty. Together we can make positive changes in the lives of 
current and future students of our Medical Faculty. 
Best wishes, 
 
N. Rajakumar, M.B.B.S., Ph.D. 
Professor of Psychiatry, Anatomy & Cell Biology 
University of Western Ontario, London, Canada 

 
JMFOA Committee 2008– 2009 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Left to Right:  
P.K.Kogulan,, Shanthi Kumar, Jeyasakthi Nadarajah, R.Ravichandran, T.Nanthakumar, A.Somesan, Prof.S.V.Parameswaran, Selvaratnam Sinna, 
P.Jegatheesan, P.Subakeesan, N.Shakespeare, P.Akilan, , Anusuya Jeyakumar, Mythili Kirupakaran, 



   
Messages from the Vanni Student Rep. 

   
Dearest helping hands! 
  
Our soulful thanks for your help during our most needed times. We came to our faculty with full of fear and hopelessness. 
Because of the situation, we were affected mentally, physically, economically and socially. We had no ways to meet our 
needs because our affected families didn’t have income, house or any things for a life. In this critical situation your helping 
hands helped us in many ways like, food, clothes, books money etc. for our survival. Your help was very useful to us for our 
education, food and other needs. Your help made us to study as other students.  We promise  that we will not misuse your 
help in any way and will use it only for our education.  We believe that your help will develop our society through us in fu‐
ture. Thanks for your kindness towards us. 
  
Thank you so much. 
  
Yours faithfully, 
A. Dinesh, 
Representative of Vanni Students 
 

***************** 

Message from the President, Medical Students' Union 
 
 It is with much pleasure that I pen this message to the souvenir released in the Annual general meeting of the Overseas 
Alumni of the Jaffna Medical faculty.  
 
 Jaffna medical faculty has produced more than 2000 talented doctors who are rendering their services throughout the 
country and abroad. The products of the faculty have endeavored their services to the community by promoting the health care 
services in the country and improving the clinical teaching of the emerging doctors.  
 
 Our faculty had strived hard to keep in pace with the other faculties in Sri Lanka to meet the standards of medical edu-
cation amidst the dark days during the past. Our students, being either directly or indirectly affected by the war, faced huge bur-
dens of financial, social and psychological problems to compete the rising challenges. These are not new to the seniors who 
graduated in the past and it is worth mentioning that even with these difficulties we are proud to say that our faculty has nurtured 
shining graduates who have topped the merit list in the recent past. 
 
 At this juncture the Alumni present all over the world got together to help our students. The JMFOA has been support-
ing the needy students financially and at present they are funding Rs 2000 per month to 43 students. This has helped them to 
meet their monthly educational and other needs.  
 
 Following the peak of events during last year most of the students from the war affected Vanni area were not able to 
contact their kith and kin and were severely financially and psychologically deprived. Moreover the students who managed to 
return to the faculty from Vanni after the tragedy, faced a mammoth challenge as they were barehanded.  
 
 In this critical situation, JMFOA and the Alumni in Jaffna extended their helping hand immediately accepting our hum-
ble request to support these students. Books, Clothes, Basic things, Bicycles for the war affected students were bought with the 
help of JMFOA and Alumni in Jaffna. JMFOA also has been supporting to the war affected students financially. Moreover the 
JMFOA has also helped a lot to our faculty as well as to the hospital in many ways. 
 
 On behalf of the beneficiaries and all the students of our faculty I wish to thank the President of JMFOA, the committee 
members and all the Alumni for their immense support to our students. We are very much obliged to you for your dedication 
and attachment to our faculty and our students. We also kindly expect your support in future to promote the educational activi-
ties of our faculty.  
 
S.Mohanakumar 
President,  
Medical Students' Union 2009/2010 

*************** 



 

Message from JMFOA– U.K. Chapter 
 

 It gives me great pleasure to send this message on the eve of the 
6th anniversary of this organisation. Since its foundation North American 
alumni have worked extremely hard and have been a great inspiration for 
all of us. It’s true to say that you all were instrumental to reactivate our 
membership here in the UK and you contributed significantly in the inau-
guration of New Zealand/ Australian chapter of JMFOA in 2009. 
 
 I feel this is a testimony for your leadership, vision and hard 
work. 
 

 We are very grateful for your continued support for undergraduate medical education 
back home, in Sri-Lanka, by providing bursaries to deserving medical students and supporting 
special projects. 
 
 On behalf of the JMFOA-UK, I would like to pay tribute to all those members and their 
spouses for their tireless effort and commitment. I wish each and every guest an evening of en-
joyment in the company of your friends, families and colleagues. 
 
 R. Mathialagan 
 
 

 

Message from JMFOA– New Zeeland Chapter 
 
 This time last year the NZ chapter was working hard to host the annual AGM here in 
Auckland. The united efforts of the team resulted in a truly great experience and brought out a 
lot of the hidden  resources and talents of  the JMFOA community here in NZ.The reward was a 
memorable weekend for all involved and  overwhelming support for fund-raising. The commu-
nity has now got back to its daily routine but did manage to meet again to farewell Subakumar 
who did an excellent job and decided to cross the ditch for greener pastures. 
 
 This year we hope to see a good attendance from NZ  in Toronto  following the last 
AGM's boost of enthusiasm. We also look forward to working  united to improve the assistance 
we provide to our budding doctors. The recent  political changes have staggered the progress 
but we will continue to strive to reach our goals. We wish this year's working committee the 
best wishes for a successful AGM in 2010. 
  
Selvakumar& Sivasuthan 
 

************** 



  
 Message from JMFOA– Australian Chapter 

 

 It is indeed a great pleasure to send this message of felicitation on 
behalf of the JMFOA Australian chapter on the occasion of sixth annual 
celebration in Toronto, Canada. 
  
 The activities of our association in providing help and assistance to the com-
munity in the past years has confirmed the loyalty and dedication of the association. 
Beside this JMFOA bringing us closer, would also help us to exchange knowledge 
and complement and co-ordinate our assistance to achieve the maximum benefit for 
our community and University. 
  

We are proud to be the products of Jaffna Medical Faculty which has brought forth distinguished qualities 
and honorable doctors all over the world. 
 
Thank you for inviting me to contribute in your souvenir. I wish all Members and their families in North 
America and other participants to have a happy and enjoyable evening.  
 
 T Sivaseelan 
 

Australian Executive Committee: 
       
      President:     T.Sivaseelan,       siva.seelan@hotmail.com 
      Vice President:    V.Manoharan,      visvamano@hotmail.com 

      Secretary:    S.P.Vijayakumar     spvijay@westnet.com.au 
      Treasurer:    Kalarani Jeevankumar,    jeevan27@tpg.com.au 

      Assistant Secretary:  Arunthaty Jesuthasan,    suresh30@optusnet.com.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JMFOA Australian Chapter inauguration-December 2008 
 



  
  

Message from Jaffna Medical Faculty Alumni Association 
 
 
 We are proud that the JMFOA is reaching the 6th year mile stone with great achievements. We are really thankful to you for 
the help and support. Herewith we are mentioning the Jaffna Medical Faculty Alumni Association’s current and future activities.  
Some of them are being supported by you. We wish that this support will continue to grow in the future so that we can expand our 
activities at local level. We hope that you will be able to organize your future AGM sessions in Jaffna so that we will have a strong 
commitment towards our faculty and the community it serves. We wish you all the best to have successful 6th AGM session in To-
ronto. 
R.Surenthirakumaran, (Secretary) 
S.Raviraj, (President) 
Jaffna Medical Faculty Alumni Association. 

 
Activities of Jaffna Medical Faculty Alumni Association 

 
1. Registered the organization as a Non Profit/Charitable one in Sri Lanka. 
2. Organizing an office at Jaffna Medical Faculty including a full time secretary. 
3. Regular meetings of the office bearers to plan current and future actives to look after the interest of the Jaffna Medical Fac-

ulty, the Membership and the community we serve. 
4. Looking after student’s welfare by acting as liaison as well as assist Medical Student Union. 
5. Coordinating local activities with other supportive organizations across the world. 
6. Encouraging membership at local and international level. 
7. Web site development. 

 
Current Projects: 

1. Coordinating student scholarship and other funding projects from various organizations like JMFOA, MIOT, 
IMHO, Australian, European and North American organizations. 

2. Assisting the War Affected Students Project by initial assessments, emergency assistance and continuous support 
including accommodation, bicycles and other educational and essential needs as well as monitoring their continu-
ous welfare. 

3. Support the Visiting Medical Staff form Jaffna Teaching Hospital to Vavuniya to assist the Internal Displaced Peo-
ple. 

4. Supporting the Dengue research activities at Jaffna Teaching hospital and Jaffna Medical Faculty since there is a 
Dengue epidemic in the Northern Region of Sri Lanka. 

5. Organized various fund raising programs at local and international levels. 
6. Supporting the Faculty of Medicine Teachers Association (FMTA) to refurnish the faculty canteen to provide 

healthy, hygienic and nutritious food for students. 
7. Assist in Faculty Beautification Project in maintaining the garden. 

  
 Future Projects: 

1. Organize a mobile medical service including purchasing a vehicle to provide health care services to the rural com-
munity which has limited access to health care. 

2. Furnishing lecture hall at the new medical student’s hostel in front of Jaffna Teaching Hospital which can be used 
for clinical teaching, seminars and conferences. 

3. Organizing clinical lectures, seminars, CME activities for undergraduate and post graduate levels. 
4. Develop a guest house in Jaffna for the visiting teachers and scholars. 
5. Develop fully functioning office at the Medical Faculty. 
6. Increasing net working with the Jaffna Alumni at local and international level. 
7. Take step to start a Medical Journal. 
8. Increase involvement of community oriented health projects. 

 

***************** 



Executive Committee of Jaffna Medical Faculty Alumni Association 
Jaffna, Sri Lanka 

       
Patron:        Prof. K.Sivapalan,      dr.sivapalank@yahoo.com 
President:       Dr. S.Raviraj,      sraviraj@sltnet.lk   
President Elect:      Dr. S.Jeyaratnam,       
Vice President:      Prof. V.Arasaratnam,    arva26arva@yahoo.com 
Secretary:       Dr. R.Surenthirakumaran,    srajendira@yahoo.com 
Asst. Secretary:      Dr. Umasankar,      iysuma@yahoo.com 
Treasurer:      Dr. Gunarajasingam,    dgunarajasingam_mfj@yahoo.co 
Asst. Treasurer:      Dr. Kannathasan,      selvamkannathasan@gamil.com 
Editor:        Dr. S. Premakrishna,    sunpremakrishna@yahoo.com 
 
Committee members:    Dr. K.Umapathy,      umapathy81@gmail.com 
          Dr. P. Luxman,      laksh@gawab.com 
          Dr. S. Sivansuthan,     siventhan99@sltnet.lk 
          Dr. S. Sanchayan,      kssanchayan@yahoo.com 
          Dr. T. Thileepan,     
          Dr. T. Nanthakumar,    nanthan1677@gmail.com 
          Dr. S. Ganeshkumar,     
          Dr. Mrs. K. Murukananthan,  
          Dr. Mrs. K. Sanchayan,    s.kumuthini79@yahoo.com 
          Dr. S. Piratheepana,     
          Dr. S. Umasuthan,      s.umasuthan@gmail.com 
 
Trustees:        Dr. N.Sivarajah,      nsivarajah@gmail.com 
          Dr. Mrs.J.Ganeshamoorthy,   
          Dr. Mrs. S.Nagendra, 

           
 From the Baby Seed to Banyan Tree 

Jaffna Medical Faculty Pioneer Staff at the Foundation Laying Ceremony– 1980 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Form Left to Right:  Dr.Chandrakumar, Dr.Naveenan, Prof. Sivagnanasumdaram, (Nanthi), Prof. Vithiyananthan, (Vice Chancellor),  

Mr. Rasaratnam,  Mr.Perumal, Prof. Hoover, (Dean), Dr.Sathiyanathan, Dr.Ambikapathi, Prof. Parameswaran, 



From Left to Right: Dr.Shajahan, Dr.Eapan, Dr.Karunakaran, Dr.Swargaloganathan, Dr.Thivakar, Dr.Kala Somasunda-
ram, Dr.Vaseekaran, Dr.Rubarani, Dr.Yogananthamoorthy, Dr.Angela, Dr.Tavarajah, Dr.Gnanamalar, Dr.Selvaratnam, 
Dr.Mohanawathie, Dr.Manoharan, Dr.Anusha, Dr.Kala Yoganathan (Thuraisamy), 
 
The 2nd Batch of Jaffna Medical Faculty Graduates (1979– 1984) have celebrated their 25th year anniversary of their 
graduation on December 19, 2009 at  Blue Water Hotel, Wadduwa, Colombo, Sri Lanka. There were around 20 doctors and 
their families participated in the event. It was very successfully organized by the working committee in Sri Lanka. All of the 
participants were form Sri Lanka and it was noted most of them have established their successful carrier. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 7th batch of JMF reunion with Prof.Sivasuriya, and Dr.Ganesharatnam at Mt.Lavania Hotel on January 16, 2010 
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